
My name is Emalia Higgins, but my friends call me 
Emi, and therefore everyone at HPA calls me Emi. 
HPA is such a welcoming, accepting, supportive 
community where everyone you meet quickly 
becomes a new friend. I am a day student senior at 
HPA. I’ve attended this school since kindergarten, 
and I can say I wouldn’t trade the past 13 years of my 
life here for anything. HPA has shaped who I am as 
a person and prepared me emotionally, athletically, 
and academically for my life. Choosing to come to 
HPA was an easy decision for my family because my 
father and aunt attended high school at HPA. The 
majority of my dad’s friends today are people he met 
at HPA - proving that the friendships, experiences, 
and bonds made at this school truly last a lifetime. 

Growing up on HPA’s campus, I have experienced 
every aspect of the school, including the boarding 
life, the residential community, and the incredible 
outdoor program. All I have witnessed and 
experienced leave no doubt in my mind just how 
truly blessed the students here are. We are safe, 
supported, and encouraged at every turn. 

Almost every teacher gets to school by 7:00 AM, 
ready in their classrooms to assist anyone needing 
extra help. One of my favorite teachers was my 
math teacher, Mr. White. I was taking Algebra 2 
Trig Honors and needed some extra support at the 
time. Mr. White would be in his classroom morning, 
lunch, and afternoon. Now two years later - even 
though he is no longer my teacher - I still go and talk 
to him all the time. The friends I’ve made here are 
also amazing, their home countries reaching from 
Vietnam to Germany to Canada and every place in 
between. It’s amazing to get to hear and observe so 
many different viewpoints and cultures. Although 
there are many differences, what’s really amazing is 

how many similarities I’ve been able to find in people 
with such different backgrounds. I love how I can be 
in an environment where everyone is just as driven 
and excited to learn as me.

Another very valued part of our community here at 
HPA is the athletic program. We are a small school, 
so it is impressive that we are regularly able to win 
championships and compete against so many bigger 
schools. I play 3 varsity sports here: cross country, 
soccer, and track. Our cross country team is made 
up of girls of all shapes and sizes and speeds. What 
it’s really about is feeling good about yourself and 
singing as loud as you possibly can on the bus rides. 
It’s a great team and we all support each other so 
much that I can guarantee you will come out of the 
experience with 30 or more great friends! Our soccer 
team at HPA is very successful, and we are going 
for our sixth straight state championship title next 
year! Being a part of this team also affords you the 
chance to travel to another island or even the U.S. 
Mainland to play and bond with the team. I’m also 
very thankful that HPA has such amazing facilities 
and support systems that help the student athletes 
thrive. We have a pool, a rubber track, football and 
soccer fields, baseball and softball fields, indoor 
tennis center, gym, and even an equestrian field and 
horses! Hand-in-hand with sports, I’ve also earned 
many successful report cards and grades - bringing 
to my life an invaluable balance.

At HPA, I’ve gained an appreciation for people 
of all ethnicities and cultures. Being so exposed 
to different languages, foods, and people I feel 
prepared and well educated to take on the real world 
that’s full of diversity as well.
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