
My name is Torge Hilken. I was a post-graduate 
student from Bremen in Germany. Soon after I 
graduated, I was going back to school for a post-
graduate year, but to a different place. I was honored 
to attend the Hawaii Preparatory Academy on the 
Big Island of Hawaii. I always wanted to go to an 
American high school. When I was studying for the 
German exam, the Abitur, I realized that I did not 
know what exactly I should study after school. I knew 
it was going to be something with business and that 
I wanted to go abroad to improve my English and 
to find out what exactly in life I want to achieve and 
become. After some paper work and going through 
the process of admissions, it was clear: I was going 
to go to an American high school in probably one of 
the most beautiful parts of the world, Hawaii.

Even though I was already an adult, I had the same 
worries as everyone who is going to go abroad 
for school. I was thinking of things like “hopefully 
I will find a lot of friends.” But as soon as I arrived 
on campus I realized that those concerns were 
senseless, because the HPA ‘ohana (Hawaiian word 
for “family”) was welcoming and so friendly that I 
knew from day one that HPA was the right school.

As a post-graduate, I was already done with school. 
Therefore, I had the privilege to adjust my personal 
schedule. I took subjects like Spanish and Mandarin, 
because at HPA I had the chance to start to learn 
new languages. Astronomy, Computer Science and 
Electrical Engineering are other examples of subjects 
I was taking to find new impressions and gain new 
experiences. The best experience for me was that the 
school is very international. Especially as a boarder, 
you are in a super international surrounding. I made 
friends with students from all over the world, which 

was one of the best experiences I had at HPA and 
which is going to be a big advantage in my future.

People often asked me why I was choosing a school 
in Hawaii, if it is too far away or if you can actually 
study there. So I have to make clear that the Big 
Island is not like the typical picture that German 
people have in mind (like just hula and surfing). 
Especially, the surrounding of Waimea offers a 
perfect area for a school to be: not too far from the 
beach, not too hot. The winds are very refreshing 
and needed and just beautiful and calm. In the 
mountains, HPA has a huge campus that can offer a 
lot.

The boarding life operates more as a family (‘ohana) 
than in an actual school. Teachers are not just 
teaching their material, they are also interested 
in you as a human and not just as a student. A 
fun, high-level orientated and respectful learning 
atmosphere offers the chance to learn more in life 
than just equations or vocabulary. Furthermore, HPA 
offers a bunch of weekend activities. Those activities 
give you the chance to experience the beautiful 
nature of Hawaii, like the volcano, remote villages, 
beautiful beaches etc. This is a big advantage, due to 
the location of HPA.

In short: As I said in my chapel speech (Torge Hilken 
Chapel Speech), HPA is a place of privileges and 
opportunities. It offers you more than you can think 
of ...you just have to take advantage of it. In addition 
to that, growing up in an international and place 
where you feel like family will change a lot of things 
in your life like in mine.
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