
My name is Ami Ibaramoto from Japan. I 
am sixteen years old and I am currently 
a junior. I have been attending HPA since 
sixth grade as an ESL student because 
of my mother and aunty’s influences, 
whom are graduates of this school. 
Leaving home and moving into a whole 
new community was a hard decision. 
However, I soon realized that HPA is a 
very welcoming community to move 
into. The whole community is an “ohana” 
which means family in Hawaiian. I 
understand that anyone would be 
nervous to take the risk to jump into a 
new place where they have never been, 
but I am sure you will enjoy your time 
here. 

HPA is filled with new interesting things 
that you won’t be able to experience 
anywhere else. I believe that the 
diversity in this community helps 
students find their passion and their 
very own uniqueness. I love talking to 
different people here because everyone 

has great stories to tell and things 
that they are very passionate about. 
I absolutely love this environment 
where everyone is very different and 
unique, but work together to create this 
wonderful community.

There are many extracurricular activities 
that you can do; for example, I have 
been part of the HPA turtle tagging 
program. We go down to beaches to 
tag turtles and collect data to help 
us learn more about them. There are 
also weekend activities like stargazing, 
horseback riding, and camping trips. 

I started my career here more worried 
and nervous than excited. However, I’m 
so thankful that I am here right now 
because this place is just full of new and 
exciting experiences every day. I am also 
thankful for all the teachers and people 
here because each one of them make 
my life here special. 
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