
My name is Zhanserik Temirtashev, but to avoid any 
logjams that my name would create during roll call, 
I go by Z. I am 17 years old and a senior at HPA. I 
have lived in Kazakhstan my entire life, spent mostly 
longing for adventure. Having been dissatisfied with 
the status quo of my life at home and at school, I 
wanted to fly off somewhere distant, away from the 
blistering winters of the Kazakh steppes. Hence, I 
thought to explore my options in a tropical setting; 
Hawai’i was, naturally, the first place I had searched. 
Coincidentally, in my freshman year, I had attended 
an educational fair, where I had spotted an HPA stand. 
After a brief conversation, I had no doubt in my mind 
that HPA was the place to be. One year later, there is 
no place I would rather be than here on the Big Island.

In addition to the crippling jet lag that held me back 
for a solid week, adjusting to dorm life was no easy 
task. The first few months were brutal because of 
the cultural shock and rigorous curriculum, and 
also homesickness was in full swing. While I was 
enjoying the breathtaking sunsets and the warm 
weather, I was struggling to leave my comfort zone 
and meet new people. In time, however, I got into 
the groove of things and started opening up and 
trying out sports and classes that otherwise I would 

not have taken. Thankfully, my dorm buddies were 
extremely welcoming and helped me a lot through my 
adjustment period, inviting me to sit with them at the 
dinner table and going to town together. The faculty 
and teachers are not to be outdone though, as they 
have been supportive and accommodating during the 
most challenging of times, which cemented the fact 
that they genuinely care and wish for their students 
to thrive both inside and outside of the classroom. 
There is a slew of characters at HPA, each with their 
own stories to share, making each interaction unique 
and refreshing. Everyone at HPA has the freedom and 
capacity to hone their individual talents, which allows 
for a space dedicated to collaboration and excellence.

My life would have likely continued along the same, 
unchanging road had I not taken the risk and flown 
here to experience the vibrancy of HPA. The wonderful 
experiences that I have had the pleasure of indulging 
in and the unspeakable beauty that is this island were 
worth every minor trouble that I went through when 
coming here.  I have met wonderful people from all 
sorts of backgrounds, making me a more worldly 
individual in the process.
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