
RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM

Located at a confluence of world cultures linking Asia, Oceania, the Americas, and other regions, Hawai‘i 
Island is a place to take global citizenship to a whole new level. Each year roughly 15 U.S. states and 25 
countries are represented within the HPA student body. This mixture of Hawai‘i residents, U.S. mainland, 
and international students—brought together to experience the interwoven cultures of Hawai‘i—sets 
Hawai‘i Preparatory Academy apart among U.S. independent schools.

A global village: Living at HPA

hpa.edu • admissions@hpa.edu



Each year, roughly 50 percent of our students live on campus. Some boarding 
students come from as far as Nigeria or New York City; others are Hawai‘i residents 
who prefer the convenience (and fun) of dormitory life. Within this dynamic, 
multicultural community, you will discover life-long friendships and expand your 
learning. You’ll share stories, cuisines, and study tips with your dorm-mates. This 
will be your home away from home. 

A dedicated team of dorm faculty and student prefects welcome all students with warm 

aloha and provide a safe, secure environment. During the week, you’ll participate in social and 

learning activities within the dorm or as an entire boarding community. On the weekends, you’ll 

explore the fantastic recreational and cultural opportunities of Hawai‘i Island—from coral reefs 

of the Pacific Ocean to the snow-capped peak of Maunakea, and everything in between.



RESIDENTIAL CAMPUS
Boarding students live in three residence halls (also 
called dormitories) and one house-dorm, all within 
a short walk of the classroom, athletic, and arts 
facilities. Each building is supervised by a faculty 
dorm head; dorm faculty on every floor; student 
prefects; and 24/7 security. 

Students live with a roommate (or occasionally 
two) according to the size of the room. Depending 
on the building, rooms are grouped by wing, hall, 
or floor into smaller “neighborhoods” within the 
dorm, where students form particularly close bonds 
and are mentored by dorm faculty. Each facility is 
equipped with  kitchenettes, laundry machines, and 
shared, modern bathrooms with private showers. 
Our housekeeping staff cares for the cleanliness of 
public areas, but all dorm residents are responsible 
for managing their personal spaces, and everyone 
participates in nightly chores to help keep the dorm 
tidy and operating smoothly. In this way, we foster 
independence and shared responsibility, and give 
back to our school community together.
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WEEKEND ACTIVITIES   
Weekends offer the chance to experience some of 
Hawai‘i’s most beautiful, remote, and memorable land 
and seascapes. See our handout on Clubs and Activities 
and also visit hpa.edu/activities.

DINING
HPA strives to provide a wide range options for diverse 
preferences and palates—and a daily menu that is 
also nutritious for growing adolescents. Hot breakfast 
is offered every weekday morning, and brunches 
are a weekend highlight. Roughly once a month, the 
entire boarding community gathers for a formal sit-
down dinner, which offers the opportunity to practice 
networking and etiquette skills and to make new friends.

WAIMEA AND SURROUNDING 
COMMUNITIES
Our hometown of Waimea (also known as Kamuela) is 
located approximately 2,600 feet (814 meters) above 
sea level, nestled between the Kohala Mountains and 
the slopes of Mauna Kea. Our elevation keeps Waimea 
several degrees cooler than the coastal towns, yet the 
ocean is easily accessible. This is paniolo country—
known for its cowboy and agricultural traditions and 
home to the famous Parker Ranch.

With a population of 9,200, Waimea has a modest 
downtown and modern amenities that include grocery 
and drug stores, fine and casual dining, shops and 
boutiques, and the state-of-the-art North Hawaii 
Community Hospital. Some of the world’s largest 
optical and infrared telescopes have their headquarters 
here. The Kahilu Theater hosts concerts, plays, and 
films. On most Wednesday evenings and on Saturday 
and Sunday afternoons, HPA provides buses to take 
students into town.

RESIDENTIAL LIFE PROGRAM GOALS
Our program is designed to extend learning beyond the 
classroom. We strive to develop: 

• Competent learners who are independent, resourceful,  
 inquisitive, and creative.

• Sophisticated and perceptive thinkers.

• Effective communicators who listen objectively and critically.

• Culturally-aware individuals who respond to cultural  
 differences with understanding, knowledge, and  
 consideration.

• Responsible individuals with sound ethical foundations.

• Wholesome young men and women who set high  
 standards for themselves while also leading lives that are  
 intellectually, physically, emotionally, and spiritually  
 balanced.

TYPICAL WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
5:45 to 6:30 p.m. Dinner in Taylor Commons Dining Hall 

7 p.m. In-dorms and check-in with dorm parent on duty 
(Mondays will usually have a dorm or hall meeting at this time) 

7:45 p.m. Study hall begins 

8:45 p.m. 10 minute break 

8:55 to 9:25 p.m. Study hall resumes 

9:30 to 10:15 p.m. Quiet hour 

10:15 p.m. In-rooms

10:30 p.m. Lights out for freshmen and sophomores 

11 p.m. Lights out for juniors and seniors who have  
requested late lights

Information is reflective of HPA’s offerings in a typical academic year. 
Some programs or services may be unavailable due to COVID-19.


